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HE farther lengthning out of my Long 
Life to Another Triennial Viſitation, 1s 
what ought little to have been Expect- 

ed; and Eſpecially by means of my great Ma- 

lady. But I muſt not expect to perform my Du- 
ty among you any more in Perſon: Which has 
made my Bodily Pains fit ſo much the heavier 

upon my Mind ; or I ſhould be moſt Unworthy 

of this Relation co you. 5 
Now as my Laſt Charge began upon the very 

Melancholy Subject, of the Scandalous Animo- 

fries of Church of England Men againſt one ano- 

| 2 A 2 : ther; 


fel. 
ther; ſol cannot now enlarge upon a more Ne- 
ceſſary and Seaſonable one, than that of our 
lamentable Diviſions in general, ſtill more and 
more Increaſing ; as if we were obſtinately bent 
upon making our ſelves the moſt Unhappy Peo- 
ple upon Earth, let God Almighty appear ne- 
ver ſo often in an Extraordinary and Glorious 
Manner, for our Deliverance from ſcaring Dan- 
gers, and from Ruin inevitable to all appearance, 
It is too little a while ſince, not to be perfectly 
well remembred, how Reconcilable we became 
to each other, when we ſaw our Religion and 
- Laws, our Happy Legal Eſtabliſhment in Church 
and State, our Liberty and Property, juſt a go- 
ing ; and how Unanimouſly we Entertain'd the 
Brave Prince, by whom Heaven urpriz'd us 
with an Amazing Deliverance, with a Joy not 
much unlike that wherewith Flaminius was wel- 
com'd by the Greeks in a vaſt Body; who 
( faith the Hiſtorian ) ſhouted out Swrip, Tor, 
Saviour, Saviour, ſo ſtrenuouſſy, that the Birds 
over their Heads fell aſtoniſh'd to the Ground. 
But in how ſhort a time after we had our 
Deliverance (even before it was compleated) 
did we make good the Proverb, Naturam expel- 
las furcà ! our Heat appeared to be but Smo- 
thered, and therefore out it brake, like Fire pent 
up, even the more fiercely for its having been 
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ſo: And the Deliverance, inſtead of Extinguiſhs, 
ing the Old Flames, was by many who ſeem d 


as glad of it as any, made Fewel for New ones, 
upon finding their own Turns not to be ſerved 
thereby as they expected. | 3 
I take too little Pleaſure in this Work, to ſnew 
how we have been more and more Averſe ever- 
ſince to a greater Union; or what Occaſions have 
ſill been laid hold of, ro make our Breaches wi-- 
der and wider, 1 | | 
ln ſhort, no Sad, and much leſs Joyful, Pro- 
vidences, will make us, too generally ſpeaking, 
better Humour'd. A moſt ſhameful Character! 
We have Reaſon utterly to deſpair of becoming 
ſo otherwiſe than by the ſpecial Grace of God. 
ſtrongly poſſeſſing our Minds with a lovely 
Idea of a Peaceable, Friendly, and Benevolent: 
Temper ; and at length powerfully ſetting home. 
the great Motives to be enamour d therewith, 
which are from time to time vehemently preſſed 
by thoſe Wiſe and Good Men, who-have for our- 
Diviſions great thoughts of heart; ſuch as thoſe had 
for the Diviſions of Reuben, Judges 5. 15. And 
whoſe Hearts are ſo ſet upon being Peace- 
makers, as never to be aſham'd of thoſe Marks 
of Reproach which their Warm Friends fix upon 
them. But make they never ſuch a Pother with 
them, tis their Satisfaction that Wiſdom is juſtiſied 
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of ber Children, as their Bleſſed Saviour has aſſu- 


— 


red them. „„ | N 
And I wiſh they could conſider how many 
Pagans have much better deſerved to ſtand in the 
Catalogue of Chriſt's Children of Wiſdom, than 
ſach Chriſtians, be they Church-men or Diſſenters, 
as themſelves; in reference eſpecially to this Point 
of Wiſdom. Cicero particularly was one of theſe 
Chi/dren of Wiſdom, who faith in his Lælius, That 
they ſeem to pluck, the Sun out of the Firmament, 
who rob Human Life of Love and Friendſhip : Than 
which, we receive nothing from the Immortal Gods, 
that is more excellent, or more pleaſant. And a- 
gain, Although many do contemn Virtue it ſelf, and 
ethers do deſpiſe Riches and Honours, yet de Ami- 
citii omnes ad unum idem ſentiunt, the whole 
World, to a Man, have the ſelf-ſame Opinion of Love 
and Friendſhip ; or of the Excellency thereof, and 
neceſſity to the Welfare of Human Society. And 
therefore, if this Excellent Perſon was not miſta- 
ken, even ſuch as take Pleaſure in being Boute- 
feus, and molt indulge a Sour Wayward, and 
Angry Humour, cannot but concur with the reſt 
of their Fellow-Creatures in this Opinion, in 
their lucid Intervals, and whenloever they can 
give themſelves leave to think. 5 
Once more, he thus applieth himſelf to his 
Friends in the ſaid Book; It ' my only Advice (or 
1 : Requeſt} 


mY 
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l Re queſt) fo yu, that you n d prefer Frimdſbip 


to by Human Things. Ut Amicitiam omnibus 


Rebus Humanis anteponatis. 
May my Soul take its Fate with uch Philoſs- 
phers, rather than with a Sort of Waſpiſh , Bit- 


ter-ſpirited, Uncharitable, Furious, Implacable Chri- 


ftians! J mean Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; Our 
Saviour having made the perfect Reverſe to their 
-Qualiries, the peculiar Badge of his true Diſciples; 
particularly in theſe Words, By this ſhall all Men 
know, that you are my 1 2 if yon have love 
one to another, John 13. 35. And that by one 
another he underſtands, It. only all ournear Re- 
latives, or all of our own Party, Cc. but all 
United to us by the /ame Nature, nay, our ve- 
ry Enemies, he has over and over aſſured us; as 
none but great Strangers to his Doctrine can need 


to be informed. 
And Oh, what Aﬀe&ing, ak PRONE Ex- 


preſſions do we find in Holy Scripture upon this 


Argument! and chiefly in the New Teſtament: 
Of ſome of which by and by. Now this being 

an Endeavour, to the beſt of my poor Ability, 
to expoſe the Oppoſe tes to Unity, Friendſhip and 
Concord, as moſt formidable and hateful Evils ; 
I cannot preſent you with what's more to be laid 

to heart, than thoſe Words of S. James, Chap. 3. 
V. 13, Cc. Who | is 4 wiſe Man and endued with 
DO gt Fan Knowledge 
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Knowledge among yon, let him ſhew out; of 4 good 
— bis Worls with Meekneſs of Wiſdom, | 
But if you have bitter Envyings and Strife in your © 
Hearts, glory not, and he not againſt the Truth. 
This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is Earth- 
ly, Senſual, Deviliſh. For where Envying, or E- 

. mulation, and Strife is, there is Confuſion and every 
evil Work, JOB „ 5 
This is the Excellent Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe 
on this Verſe, There is nothing ſo Il, that is, Sin- 
ful , be. it Sedition or Diſturbance in the whole State 
or Church; and nothing ſo Il, that is, Miſerable ; 
no ſuch Curſe to any Community, or Unquietneſs to 
any particular Perſon, but it is certainly to be expect- 

ed, where Emulation and Contention is once enter d. 
There is Confuſion, 4ygmzzeda, Tumultuation, 
Hurly-burly, a moſt unſettled, ruffled State of 
Affairs. And every evil Work, or Thing, ve 
Theſe evil Works, or Things, are ſuch as by 
which the Community miſerably ſuffers: Or as by 
which the Harbourers of an Unquiet, Contenti- 
ous Spirit, ſuffer as particular Perſons. 


Firſt, They are ſuch as erfate great Sufferings 


to the Community. 


1. And I make Confuſion my firſt Inſtance of 
; _ theſe, Where a Kingdom, or Church, or leſ- 


[9] 
ſer Societies, are divided into Factions zealouſly 
promoting contrary Deſigns and Intereſts, what 
tolerable Order is to be looked for, and how 
little is like to be well done with reſpect to the 
Common Good of each? 

For thoſe who are acted by violent Spirits, can 
tcarce be ſuppoſed ſo much as really to defion 
the good of the Whole; but be they never ſo 
ſincere in their Profeſſions, of having nothing in 
their Eye but the plauſible, popular Cauſe they 
 ſhew ſo great a Zeal for; yet they have made 
themſelves very incapable of judging concern- 
ing the Means moſt proper to be made Uſe of 
for compaſling their End. Their Spirits are in 
too great a Ferment for calm Deliberation. And 
as to the debating of Caſes, ſtrong Prejudices will 
make the One Side deadly jealous of whatſoever 
is propoſed on the Other; nay, commonly ſtops 
their Ears againſt it. $5 1 
Upon S. Paul'sPreaching at Epheſus againſt the 
| Superſtirions and Idolatry of that City, the Peo- 
le were full of Wrath, and cried out, Great is 
Diana of the Epheſians! Acts 19. And it follow- 
ed upon this Wrath, v. 32. that Some cried one 
thing and ſome another, for the Aſſembly was confu- 
ſed z and the more part knew not wherefore they were 
come together. And when one Alexander would 
have ſpoken to the People, as ſoon as they un- 
ä derſtood 
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derſtood that he was a Jew, they became perfectly 


deaf to whatſoever he could ſay; and for the Space 
of about two Hours together, nothing was heard 
from them but their Great is Diana of the Epbeſi- 
ans! They afterwards hearkend to the Town- 
Clerk,, as being concluded to be of their own 
Party; but had any of their Opponents torn. 
their Lungs with Endeavours to quiet them, they 
would, as our Saying is, but have gaped again ſt 
an Oven. - TIS 1215 
Tho' this is not ſo fully adapted to the Point 
in hand, yet it deſerves the mentioning, as a 
mighty Inſtance of the Boiſtrouſneſs of the Spi- 
rit of Emulation and paſſionate Contention 
which is compared by the P/almiſt even to the 
aging of the Sea. 1 . | 
I But 4 proceed, When Men aſſemble on any 
publick Account, poſſeſſed with bad Thoughts 
of one another, and under great Prejudices, 
they have Victory much more in their Eye, than 
diſcharging the Truſt repoſed in them; and the. 
Side which prevails, gets the Day by Out- voting, 
not by ſtronger Reaſoning: Tongues or Hands 
decide the Controverſy, rather than Heads. 
Their Emulation makes them bent on no— 
thing ſo much as keeping at a wide Diſtance from 
each other. The ho: Parties are, for the moſt 
part, each of them in the Extreme from the o- 
=: wt 3 


ther, and the Way that lies between them they 
will not ſee, becauſe it is the Way of Peace: And 
whoſoever has the Courage to commend it, and 
heartily preſs ir, has commonly the Reward of 


him, who muſt needs be running in berwixe 
Cudgels to part a Fray. 
But when Emulation and Strife is gotten to 


the higheſt Pitch of all, this Old Advice is abſo- 


lutely neceſlary : 
Dum Furor in Curſu, Currenti Cede Furori. 
Thus Engliſh'd by Sir Walter Raleigh : 


When Fury Gallops on the Way, 
Let no Man Fury s Gallop Stay. 


2. Great Partiality in Judiciary Cauſes, in 
Deciſions of Right and Property, and Trials of 
Criminals, is another ſad Miſchief of theſe Di- 
in jons. What Moſes ſaith of a Gift, may be 

lied to being engaged in a Faction, namely, 
7 blindeth the Eyes of the wiſe, and perverteth the 
Words of the Righteous. It blinds ſuch as would 
be quick- ſighted enough, were there no Partying 
in the Cale ; and perverts the Judgment of ſuch 
as would otherwiſe judge righteoully. 

What is more obſerved, fince we have been 
ſo ſcandalous for our Diviſions, chan chat both 

B 2 : Pub. 
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publick and private Caules, in a little time, do 
degenerate into Party ones? And how grievous 


an Evil this is, I need not ſay. 


3. Theſe Diviſions deſtroy the Pleaſure of 


' Converſation. This they do, not only as An- 


gry Diſputes are raiſed by them, when Men are 
met upon Buſineſs, or for Diverſion ; bur. alſo 
and chiefly as they ſpoil the Freedom of Con- 
verſe, and cauſe mutual Miſtruſts. * It is too 
commonly ſeen, that violent Party- men love 
lying at Catch, making Men Offenders for a 
Word, and watching for Iniquity, to uſe the Pro- 
phet's Expreſſions. So that a prudent Man will 
ſtill be upon his Guard, will be tempted to be 
ſhy of every one he does not well know, to be 
jealous of every Whiſper ; and cautious of let- 
ting a Word fall, without thinking what a per- 
verſe Wit may be like enough to make of it. 

A Time of Variance and Diſcord, the Pro- 
phet Amos calls an Evil Time, and ſaith, that then 
the Prudent will keep Silence, Chap. 5.13. This 
makes even Solitude preferable to promiſcuous So- 
ciety ; and in time may endanger, if it has 
no Stop put to its ſpreading, the introducing of 
the Leviathan State of Nature : A State like that 
foretold of Iſhmael, that his Hand would be againſt 
every Man, and every Man's Hand againſt him. 


[13 ] 

4. Diviſions have a miſchievous Influence up- 
on the Government. It is impoſſible that ſhould 
carry it with ſo even and ſteddy a Hand, as not 

to favour one of the contending Parties more 
than the other. But ſuppoſe this may be, tis 
ſcarcely fit it ſhould ; it being not to be imagi- 
ned that one ſhould have no greater Appearance 
of Right or Reaſon on its fide, than the otber; 
and it would be ſtrange too, if they ſhould be 
equally guilty of Exorbitancies, and tranſgreſſing 


Laws. 


Now as wrathful People take grie vous Offence 
at thoſe who diſcover a better Opinion of their 


Adverſaries than of themſelves, fo no wonder if 
they ſtill take this more hainouſly from their Go- 
vernors, than from their Fellow-Subjects; be- 
cauſe each Side pretends always to be moſt Loyal, 
and truer to the Intereſt wy, the Government; 
But when that is hook'd into the Quarrel, and is 
made one of the Parties, our very ſad Experience 
will not ſuffer wiſe Men to have no Apprehenſi- 
on of its being in Danger more or les. 


5. Great Diviſions and high Animoſities con- 


eribute mightily to the Debauching of a Nation, 
and more and more corrupting of its Morals. 
This they do as they are Incentives to great Vices 
and Impieties. Horrid Oaths and Execrations are 
the natural Vents of Rage and Fury: And when 


Tongues. 
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[14 ] 3 
Tongues have an unbridled Liberty, Hands will © 
not be bound up from acting their Part, As 
they make the "Tongue an unruh Evil, full of 
deadly Poiſon , and ſet it even on Fire of Hell, to 
uſe S. James his Words, ſo, at leaſt, the more 
Profligate are not to be with-held from the great- 
eſt Outrages, but chiefly by irreſiſtible Divine 
Reſtraints. God and Religion are quite baniſh'd 
out of the Thoughts of thoſe in whom Wrath 
and Revenge reigneth; and what ſhould keep 
{ach from running into all Exceſs of Riot, ex- 
cept you will ſay, it may poſſibly be done by 
the ſevere Execution of the good Laws of a 
Country? But is any thing better known, than 
that inter Arma Leges ſilent ; and that the due EX 
ecution of them is upon many Accounts to be 
deſpaired of, in a time of fierce and flagrant 
Contentions? And, by the way, to what Cauſe 
is owing our Churches having ſo long been al- 
molt wholly bereft of the Primitive (or rather 
any) Diſcipline, ſo much as to its being rent in- 
to fo many Sects, and to our accurſed Diviſions - 
both in Church and State? Do I ſay, that this 
molt fatal Evil is owing to no Cauſe ſo much as 
to theſe? It is owing altopether to them, either 
immediately, or taking in the ſeveral natural Miſ- 
chicts of them I have laid before you. Than 
this nothing is more evident. 4 
18 TY Oh 
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Oh how large a Subject is eſpecially this fifth 
Miſchief! But I am forced to content my ſelf wich 
giving you only a few Hints. 


- Suitably to theſe Two laſt, I preſent you with : 


a memorable Paſſage I have taken out of the 
lately printed Britiſh Collections from Caeſar's Com- 
mentaries, Tacitus, the Venerable Bede, and ſeveral 
Learned Moderns, Where it is ' obſerved from 
them, p. 209. Thac it is plain the Saxons did not 
conquer Britain by pure Valour, but by that Weakneſs 
into which their own Diviſions had brought them. 
Their. Wickedneſs had indeed brought down the Judg- 
ments of God upon them; but then their Diviſions, 

which deſtroyed all Government, were the greas 
Cauſe of their Wickednels. 

And this leads me to another woſut Milſchicf 
of inteſtine Diviſions; and 1 will name no more, 
as I need not. 5 
, +6" Ply: extremely endanger utter Rain and 

Deſolation. This is the Obſervation of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Matth. 12. 25. Every Kingdom di- 
vided againſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolation and eve- 
) City or Houſe divided againſt it ſelf ſhall not ſtand: 
And in the next Verſe, he intimates, . that the 
Prince of the Devils is ſo throughly aware of this, 
that he takes effectual Care to have no Diviſions 
in his Kingdom. And, in the mean time, how 


W infatuated a are even ene of Mankind, 
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[103 
as profeſs the greateſt Enmity to the Devil and al! 
his Works, that this only thing, wherein he ſets 
them a wile, or a not pernicious Example, is that 
alone in which they will not be like him! 

But to return co thoſe Words of our Saviour, 
* Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to 
2 Deſolation, &c. That is, Deſolation ought to be 
2W looked for as a natural Conſequent of Kingdoms 

or other Societies being divided againſt them- 

ſelves; and will be, in time, withouc very emi- 
nent and extraordinary Interpoſitions of God's 

Providence, the actual Conſequence thereof. 

And 'twould take up a great deal of Time to 
ſhew, tho but briefly, by how many moſt ſignal, 
2 miraculous Providences, this Church and Kingdom 
k, have been preſerved from being laid deſolate, by 
| the Power and deviliſh Policy of our Romiſh E- 
E nemies, from the Beginning of the Reformation, 
by means of our wicked Diviſions: Of which 
themſelves have been the Principal Authors, and 
Fomentors. Thoſe are greatly unacquainted 
with our Chronicles, and moſt Authentick Hiſto- 


3 ries, who are not ſatisfied about theſe Matters. 

| * Secondly, I ſhall ook a very few Words of 
i the Miſchievouſneſs of a contentious, furious Spirit, 
. do thoſe who indulge it, conſidered by Them/elves, 


/F and without Relation to the Publick. I will 
. N | men- 
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„„ 
mention but Three Inſtances hereof, and but little 
more than mention them. = 

1. One is, great Uneaſmeſs of Mind. I appeal 


to the feeling of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of ſuch a 


Spirit , whether what the Prophet ſpeaks of the 
Wicked, be not very applicable to themſelves, That 
they are like to the troubled Sea, which cannot reſt, &c. 
All inordinate Appetites are diſquieting, but this 
Spirit is tormenting. It ſtings like a Serpent, and 
bites like an Adder. When King Saul admitted 
Envy and Hatred into his Breaſt againſt David, 
how miſerably reſtleſs did he become immedi- 
ately! I 7 - 


2. This Malevolent Spirit renders a Man moſt 


perfectly unlike to his Bleſſed Maker : Who is good 


to all, and whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works. 
ho is gracious and long-ſuffering, ſlow to Anger; is 
Love it ſelf. Oh, what a great Number of theſe, 


and the like moſt amiable Deſcriptions of the 
Divine Nature have we in the Inſpired Books 
and even Natural Light gives the cleareſtEvidence 


imaginable to the Truth of them. 


And an habitually malicious Spirit is the moſt 
lively Image of the Devil, as I told you from 


St. James. And it conſequently makes Men Ob- 


jects of God's higheſt Diſplicency. And there- 
tos: 1 cor. 
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3. It muſt needs expoſe Men to the greateſt 
' Puniſhment in the World to come. This our 
Lord himſelf has plainly ſaid will be their Porti- 
on; that is, without a deep Repentance,and the 
for ever abandoning ſuch a Spirit, Matth. 5. 22, 
And now, my Brethren, have not the Miſ- 
chiefs of Diviſions, Emulation and Strife, been ſuf- 
ficiently laid open, ſo as to make them appear in 
a moſt {rightful and ugly Hue? We muſt own 
this. And can our Senſibleneſs of it have none, 
or but a ſlight Influence? Is it poyſbJe that the ve- 
ry Hotteſt of us all ſhould not be affected with 
the Conſideration of the intolerable Conſequents 
of the Prevalency of a contentious, quarrelſome 
Spirit to all Societies, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, Pub- 
lick and Private; and to the Perſons immediately 
of the Cheriſhers of it? No, no; the Conſide- 
ration of theſe Things cannot be without Effect, 
provided it be in great Earneſt. But, alas! no- 
thing is more difficult than to prevail with thoſe 
to whom the Spirit of Contention is become a 
ſecond Nature, coolly to conſider the juſt Repre- 
ſentations of the Abominableneſs thereof, which. 
cannot but give them very uneaſy Reflections. 
But what is too hard for the Grace of God? Tho 
there's little Hope of their being at laſt overpow- 
erd by it, who have been long accuſtomed to 
the gratilying of this vile Affection; which is as 
true 


Ci]. 


true of every other alſo. There is no Means ſo 


likely, to bring ſuch to ſerious Conſideration, as 


their being ſhut up from their Companions, by 
Sickneſs, or ſome other ſmart Affliction abiding 


a good while upon them. But as for thoſe of 


whom nothing worſe can be ſaid, than their be- 
ing of too warm a Make, and under Prejudices' 
from an unhappy Education, tho not ſo ſtrong as 
to render them uncapable of hearing both fides ; 
who have no Appearance of A.ignity in their 
Spirits, and are Men, of good Morals, in the 
common Senſe of that Phraſe; altho Ringleaders 
of a factious Party have drawn them in, yet 
great Hopes may be conceived of ſuch, that on 


due Application, they may, at leaſt, become 


throughly fenſible of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
Union in Affection, where it can't be had in O- 
pinion; of living peaceably, and of Univerſal 
Good -will and Charity, 
But as for thoſe reſtleſs Spirits, whoſe Meat 
and Drink it is to create Diſturbances, what ſhall 
we ſay of them? Good peaceable Men may well 
ſay, as S. Paul did of ſuch miſchievous Make- 
bares in his Time, I would they were even cut off 
that trouble jou, Gal. 5. 12. Or that they were 
uite caſt out from our Communion. And ſince 
theſe Men will never ceaſe to be a Plague to us, 


we ſha'nt be to blame to wiſh our felyes- out of 
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their reach, by their being obliged to make a 
Colony by themſelves; and ſo to have their Fill of 
Contention with one another only. 


O my Soul come not thou into their Secret, unta their 
Aſſembly, mine Honour be not thou united! To take 


up the Words of the good Patriarch, concerning 


his Two cruelly revengeful Sons, Simeon and Levi. 

But the angry, reyengeful Men, over whom 
the Principles of Religion have any Power, and 
are not mere Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, I beſeech 
them to conſider, whether theirs be the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, or a Spirit quite - oppoſite thereto. 
Thoſe Diſciples Fit of flaming Zeal againſt che 
inhoſpitable Samaritans, tho it proceeded from 
no worle a Principle than the highly commenda- 
ble one of Love to their Maſter , yet had this 


| Rebuke from him, You know not what Manner of 
Spirit you are of, &c. Or you are not aware that 


the Spirit which now acts you, is none of the 
true Chriſtian, but rather an Antichriſtian, Spirit. 
And O that you would well digeſt thoſe Texts, by 
which we are fully inſtructed in theEſſential Duties 
of Chriſtianity, with their Contraries! And lay we 
greatly to Heart ( beſides thoſe I have laid before 
you) with very many others, theſe following: Coloſ. 
3. 8. &c. Put off all theſe, Anger, Wrath, Ma- 
lice, &c. Put on, as the Elect of God, holy and 
belaved, Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs 
0 


Te: 
of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering ; Forbearing one 
another, and Forgiving one another, if any Man hath a 


Quarrel againſt any; Even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo 


alſo do ye. And above (or over) all theſe things, 
put on Charity, which is the Bond of Perfectneſs; 
and let the Peace of God rule in your Hearts, &c. 
Rom. 12.9, 10. Let Love be without Difimulati- 
on; abhor that which is evil, and cleave to that which 
is good. Be kindly affeFioned one to another, &c. 
V. 14. Bleſs them that perſecute you, bleſs and curſe 
not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. Be of the ſame mind one to- 
wards another ; mind not high things ( beware of 

Pride and Ambition, the great Root of Conten- 
tion, as the Wiſe Man obſerves it is) but con- 
deſcend to Men of low Eſtate : Be not wiſe in your 
on Conceit, & c. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all Men, &c. Eph. 4. 1, 
2, &c. I therefore, the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech 
you, that you walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith you 
are called, with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with 
Long-ſuffering, Forbearing one another in Love; 
Endeapouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. There is one Body, and one Spirit, 


even as you are called in one Hope of your Calling; 


one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 


all, Who is able to exprels the Powerfulneſs of 


theſe 
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7 
theſe many Motives to be in love with Union 
One would think they might be perfectly irre- 
ſiſtible by all that have a whit more of Chriſtianity, 
than the bare Name. V. 31, 32. Let all Bitter- 
neſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and E- 
vil-ſpeaking be put away from you, with all Malice. 
And be you kind to one another, Tender-hearted, For- 
giving one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
forgiven you. James 3. 17, 18. The Wiſdom which 
is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. And the 
d; Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them that 
make Peace. | 3 
And the Bleſſed Founder of our Religion, 
pronouncing Nine Beatitudes, Matth. 5. makes 
Five of them to be theſe, Bleſſed are the Poor in 
Sdbirit V. 3. Bleſſed are the Meek - V. 5. 
Bleſſed are the Merciful - - V. 7. Bleſſed are the 
Pure in Heart - - V. 8. Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers - - - V. 9. And he pronounceth of the 
laſt, that They ſhall be called the Children of God. 
What matters it then, if thoſe who have no ſhare 
in this Beatitude, and as little in any of the other, 
ſhould call them, who earneſtly endeavour to be 
Peace- malers, no True Sons of the Chuſch, and 
Falſe Brethren? 
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And now I intreat and even confure you, my 
Brethren of the Clergy, very frequently to incul- 
cate upon your People the forementioned Great 
Texts, and Preſſing Exhortations: And to beware 
of giving the leaſt Temptation to any to ſay 
hereupon, Phyſicians heal your ſelves. And, more 
particularly, ſhew now your utmoſt Deteſtation 
of the late moſt Seditious and Frantick Practices, 


which ſo lately allarm'd us with Apprehenſions, 


that our Heats are, upon the Point of breaking 
forth into as violent Flames, as thoſe Rebellious 
ones of Fyrty One; the. Horrible Conſequents of 


which will never, in this Age, be forgotten; 


and much leſs ſure can they, while we have a 
Feeling of them, as we have even to this Day. 
You are, my Brethren, Miniſters of the Goſpel 
of Peace ; and therefore there is nothing in which 
you are bound to labour more, than in Peace- 
making, and endeavouring the Extirpation of all 
Roots of Bitterneſs. Ty þ 
1. recommend to you the laſt Excellent Speech 
of Her moſt Gracious Majeſty (than whom the 
Church of England, or Her Clergy particularly, 
never had a moreSincere, nor Aﬀectionate Friend 
upon the Throne) and eſpecially this Paragraph, 
I could heartily wiſh, that Men would ſtudy to be quiet, 
and do their own Buſineſs, rather than buſy themſelves 


in reviving Queſtions and Diſputes of a very bigh Na- 


ture, 


— 
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ture, and which muſt be with an ill Intention, ſince they 
can only tend to foment, but not to heal our Diviſions 
and Animoſities. ; 

But it may be objected, FE, all we have ſaid, 
That tis unreaſonable to preſs it as a Duty to be 
united in Love and Affection, to thoſe who are 
Enemies to all Unity: Who do all they can to pro- 
mote Faction and Sedition in the State, and Schiſm 
in the Church. And doth not the Apoſtle Jude, 
v. 3. tell the Chriſtians, that it was needful for him 
to write unto them, and exbort them to contend ear- 
 neſtly for the Faith, once delivered to the Saints that 
3s, to contend earneſtly againſt Infidels, Schiſma- 
ticks and Hereticks: All which do lamentably a- 
bound among us. 

Now in Anſwer deen Who doth not 
know, that there is a twofold Love; a Love of 
Complacency, and of mere Good-will * The former 
Love cannot be betwixt People of contrary Diſ- 
poſitions and Qualities, but the latter well may. 
Thoſe may be in this Senſe lov'd as to their Per- 
ſons, whole Principles and Practices we do deteſt, 
and are obliged ſo to do. And our Bleſſed Lord 
has given us the moſt admirable Example of this; 
who baie ſo great Good- will to his Enemies, and. 
the very worſt of Men, as to lay down his Life 


for them. 


And 
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And we ought to expreſs: our Good Will to 
ſuch, by Pitying them, by Praying for them, by 
meekly Inſtrufting thoſe: (as the Apoſtle requires) 
who oppoſe the Truth, if» God peradventure may give 
them Repentance to the Acknowledgment thereof; and 
by uſing all Means to reclaim, them, that are 
moſt pr opet to win u pon them. But a furious 
or paſſionate treating of them, ſuch as ſheweth 
Malignity, will have no better Effect upon them, 
than to make them hate our Religion for our Sake. 
The Inquiſitors, Prieſts and Jeſuits, and Dragoon» 

ing Apoſtles give moſt abundant Proof of this. 


And as to Contending earneſtly for the Faith, | 


this ought to be done by ſtrong Arguments, nat 
by hard Words, much leſs Blows 3. which cart ſig· 
niſy nothing better than the like Returns, than 
Nailing for Railing, &c. ails S301 % U 
But as for choſe who are Hſolent and Injutions, 
I have nothing to ſay, but that the Law is open; 
they ought to be puniſhed, and made Examples 
for the Reſtraining of them and their Brethren, 
within the Bounds which the Law hath ſet them. 
Nor is it fit they ſhould eſcape Scot- free, às to 
giving Satisfaction for all Injuries 
But nothing of this is to proceed from a Prin- 
ciple of Revenge or Il Will, but from Good Wall, 

i. e. from our great Concern for Publick Peace, 
and the Good of the Community, and from 
b 9 =” Sood 
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Good Will to the Offenders themſelves, vi. 
from a Hearty Deſire of their Reformation. It 
is not inconſiſtent with the peaceable, or lovi 
Spirit of a Chriſtian, purely for ſuch Endv'as+hofe, 
no more to ſpare diſorderly Pretenders to Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, than thoſe Criminals who 
laugh at Conſcience; theſe being, I dare ſay, the 
leſs Miſchievous of the Tv. 
A great deal more may be eaſily ſaid upon this 
Head, but there needs no fuller Anſwer to this 
And, my Brethren, I offer this Advice to you, 
as very neceſſary to be heeded in ſuch an Evil 
Time as this ; Namely, that you give little Re- 
_ to Characters of any from our Warm Men as 
ignifying next to nothing. For Inſtance; What 
can we more aſſuredly gather from a Man's being 
praiſed by ſuch as a right Honeſt Man, than that 
he has eſpouſed their Cauſe? This being enough 
tO ſpeak him to be ſo, | tho nothing elſe appears 
of what is good in him, or little, it may be, but 
what is ſtark nauggrt. 
This is à thorough ſtanch Churchman, may be, 
in other words, nothing more, than that he is 
one who makes a Figure in a Club that Drinks 
for the Church, cries up Hb, and vilifies Lor 
Church ; or is one that Boaſts what he will do 
for Her, and that he will ſtand or fall by Her; 
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and calls all 8 at beſt; who ſhew no- 


of his ſort of Zeal. Tho none may more 
ſtrictly Conform to the Church's, Orders, than 
thoſe Men; and himſelf be in the mean time but 


ſeldom ſeen within a Church: Or however, may 


make no Bones of Cheating his Parſon, or can 
find in his heart to ſtarve his Poor · Vicar, Sc. 

And on the other hand, how commonly is He 
acts for a Special Good Man, who ever 
ſides with the Church's profeſs d Enemies; gtee : 


dily ſwallows:all T ales made to expoſe the Re- 
gular Clergy to Hatred or Contempt? And theſe 


wich the like Qualities, ſhall cover a; Multitude of 


the Good: Man s er nn 4nd, other In. 


moralities. 101 304 20 0 e emnt ot 
Had l chought ort time enou 1 for. the Preſs, 
1 ſhould not have left ſuch 5 theſe, out of 


the Miſchiefs:I-have. laid before you; of Inteſtine 


Diviſions, Emulations, and Strife. In a word, 
he who who will give Ear to Party- Mens Prate, 
or their Judgment of others, muſt be content to 


be at a loſs what to believe of any body he is not 
well acquainted with.; and perhaps of thoſe too 


Aa whom he is. 511 1100 
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more Things I had in my Thoughts, and ſome 


of them eſpecially relating tothe Clergy: But [ 
1 * of being able to og thus far, 
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by means of ſuch Indiſpoſitions from firſt to laſt, 
as that I never in my Life have met with the like 
Diſcouragement in any Employment of my Pen. 
It will therefore be but doing me Juſtice, to ex- 
cuſe all Defects or Faults. e 5151 
God knows l am Sincere in this Performance, 
ſuch as it is, and have the Beſt of Deſigns. And 
1 hope I can t be taxed with any thing of Partia- 
lity. I am not aware whom it can offend, except 
ſuch as I never deſign d to pleaſe, viz. our Incen- 
diaries, of ' whatſoever: Denomination, and the 
Bad People of any Party. 2TH ITS ele 
As for thoſe in whom nothing worſe appears, 
than chat they ſuffer themſelves to be led by De- 
figning Politico s, and to be made Tools of; would 
to God they could be convinc d of their Childiſh 
Folly, and the Miſchief to which it makes them 
acdeſſory: But, above all, whatever Opinion 
they have of their Cauſe, that they may become 
deeply ſenſible what a deſtructive and belliſh thing 
à Spirit o Contention is; and how Amiable and 
Divine a Peaceable, Gentle, and Charitable Tem- 
per hath been ſhewn to be. What dull Souls 

haye they, or much worſe than dull, whom thoſe 

Words of King David do not affect; Behold, how 
Lpod and pleaſant it is, for Brethren to dwell toge- 
er: in Unity ! Pſal. 133. 1. ) 30. 
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Quiet. There is no Peace to be had any longer 


e 
And ] paſſionately yrs you once more, to 
the Conſideration of the Six firſt moſt excellent 
Verſes of the 4th to the Epheſians; together with 
the like excellent che 12th to the 17th, This 1 
chiefly preſs thoſe to, who ſeem to ſet light by the 
moſt highly valuable Unity, the Unity of the 


Church: By whom I mean not only thoſe; who 


are 'Separatiſts from this truly Apoftolick Church, 
if there be ſuch a one in the World; but like- 


wiſe (to uſe my Natural Freedom) too many 


who would p 


for her moſt Zealous, nay Only 
Friends. „ „ d ES 


1 
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Io our Reſtleſs Spirits of every Party, Civil or 
Religious, who will never know that it, is well 


enough with them, when it is but tos well, I 
commend St. James s home Queſtion, Chap. 4. 1. 
From whence come Wars and Fightings among you ? 
come they not hence, even from your Luſts, that war 
in jour Members? Let them but turn their Eyes 
inward, and they Il ſoon ſec how great Reaſon the 


Apoſtle had to put it: And that the Publick, 
which they pretend a vaſt Concern. for, lies 


within a very narrow Compaſs; is Themſelnes, in 


the firſt place; and the worſt of themſelves, their 


Luſts ʒtheir Luſts of Ambition, Avarice, Envy, Revenge, 
c. And while they continue under the Power 


of theſe, or any one of them, they cannot be 
with: 
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veith them, than while they ate to ſeek far a 


lucky Opportunity to make Diſturbance. 
We have now high Expectations. of the impa- 
tiently long'd for Peace, aſter this long moſt 
nfive War, through God Al- 
mighty s having ſo humbled the Haughty Tyrant 
by giving moſt wonderful Succeſs to Our and 
Our Allies Arms, and by his own! Hand inimelli- 
ateh. But tbey are very Sanguine who have no 
Jealouſy, that if no more of Peace is to be had 
at Hume, we may pay very Dear, and much toe 
Dear for our Peace Abroad; which may be ſo far 


from ſettling us in Quiet, under our Vines and 


Hgtrees, that it may occaſion our falling as foul 

upon one another as we ever have done. Thisfif I 
remember well, there were ill Tendenciestowards, 
after the Peace of Reſwick, and it might be chieſ- 
ly prevented by its proving fo ſhort a Peace. 
And twill be a Wonder, if when we are no 
longer awed by the Formidable Enemy of us all, 
{ſo wofully divided a People ſhould: want ſuch 
Malecontents, as will be eagerly bent upon paying 
off Old Scores, and putting thoſe Deſigus in Ex- 
ecution they have long projected, but had their 
Hands tied up by the Var from Undertaking 
with good Hopes of Succeſs. And chen there 
may be labouring Might and Main, which of 
the Parties ſhall get the Aſcendent over the other, 
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to the Legal Eſtabliſſmnent in Church and State; 
who by no Means may be call dy as ſuab, a Party, 
And if we ſhould be ſo miſerable, ab t have 
a Civil Mar, we muſt make Account of falling 
under the diſmal Fate of our Od Contending 
Countrymen, which Tacitus expreſſeth in theſe often 
quoted Words, Dum ſimguli Pug nant 5 univerſe 
Vincuntur. While they Employed their Weapons a- 


gainſt each otherʒ they all became a Prey to their Com- 


mon Enemy.” I muſt have a low Opinion of their 
Underſtandings, who are able to preſume, that 
when once this Peace is Concluded, all Danger 
from a Common nenn mult be over, whatever Ule 
we make of it. I am, for my Part, morally 
certain of the contrary: Nay, that if we ſhould 
Abuſe it, as 'tis much to feared we ſhall, there are 
greater Judgments hanging over our Heads, than 
ever have befallen us. But alas! what have we 
not however great Caufe to fear, from the Nati- 
ons growing more and more irreligious, and 
more and more hating to be Reformed? But 
ſuch melancholly Thoughts I will not no give a 
Vent to: I am wholly unfit for it. But I ſhall 
take my Leave of you with the Apoſtle's Exhor- 
tation, ſuited to my Subjeck, Hebr. 12. 14, 15. 
Follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without 
which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Looking diligently 
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